Respect Life Month – All School Rosary

Opening prayer:  Heavenly Father, in this Respect Life month, we ask that you mold our hearts to a deeper understanding of the dignity of the human person.  Help us look upon each human life through your eyes and to understand what a gift each unique person is.  Thank you for creating us each in your image with a purpose and a plan.  Our value comes from you.  Help us remember our vocation is to love. 
The Annunciation of the Angel Gabriel to Mary:
We pray for all who will be encountering an unexpected pregnancy.  We pray the fathers and mothers to have the courage to say yes to the gift of life echoing Mary's Fiat.  We pray for those who are expecting a child, to have their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs to be met as they begin the journey of parenthood. We also pray for those with complicated pregnancies and for the families who have experienced the loss of a child, may they know God is with them in their time of suffering. 
The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth:
We pray for all of the lonely - for the homebound, the eldery, and the imprisoned.  We pray for Catholics to follow in Mary's example of going to be present with those in need, like she did with Elizabeth. We pray that those who feel forgotten and on the fringe of society may experience Jesus's love through the charity of others.  Let us be your light. 
The Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea:
We pray for those, like Mary and Joseph, that are in a foreign land, that they would receive shelter, food, and medical care.  We pray that we will view immigrants with dignity, treating them with kindness and compassion.  We pray for the work Catholic charities does to support immigrant families.  We pray for safe homes for all and for everyone in the world to be fed. 
The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple:
We pray that we can recognize the dignity of all around us - that we can see Jesus in everyone.  Help us follow the example of Anna, receiving Jesus with joy.  We pray for those with big barriers to overcome - whether physical/mental disabilities or chronic health challenges, that we would look for their worth beyond the challenges and that we could see all through the eyes of Jesus.  We pray for those that are suffering, that God would hold them close.  We pray that all would have access to the affordable and quality medical care they need.  We pray for good doctors and health care providers to walk with people through their medical suffering. 
The Finding of Jesus in the Temple:
We pray for adoptive and foster families, particularly those at our school and parish.  We pray for the parents, who may have felt like Joseph and Mary - anxiously searching for the child they love.  And we pray for the children who are waiting to be found and welcomed into the family.  We thank you for the gift and dignity of all children and we pray for safe, loving homes for all children.  Allow Jesus to hold these children close during their waiting. 

