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	Transitioning to High School




	Can Students with Special Learning Needs Attend Catholic High Schools?


Ryan, a seventh grader, struggles with both ADHD and a learning disability in reading.  In order for Ryan to be successful in the classroom, he receives a variety of accommodations.  Ryan is allowed to take frequent breaks and test in a quiet area.  He also is allowed extra time on exams, if needed.  At home, Ryan listens to his text books on tape and at school key information in the text book is highlighted. For testing purposes, Ryan receives a study guide.  With these accommodations, Ryan has been able to consistently receive A’s and B’s in his classes.

Now that Ryan is in seventh grade his parents and teachers are thinking about his transition to high school.  Both Ryan’s parents and teachers are concerned about how Ryan’s special needs will be met in the high school setting. 

The great news is that the high schools within the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas work hard to meet the needs of all students.  The two most important considerations for transitioning students with special needs to high school is communication between schools and starting the process early.  This edition of Teaching All God’s Children is dedicated to giving parents and teachers the information they need to help students successfully transition to the high school setting.

	Did You Know?


Parents and students should begin to look at high school placement options by the end of 7th grade.  A determination regarding enrollment should be completed by December of the 8th grade.

	Three Most  Frequently Asked Questions 

Regarding the Transition to High School


1.  Will high schools in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas  accept students who have IEPs or 504 plans?

There are students enrolled in every high school within the diocese who have IEPs or 504 plans.  High schools welcome the opportunity to meet with families and students to discuss the programs and services offered by the high school and to determine if the student’s needs can be met.

2.  Will high schools within the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas make accommodations for students?
Accommodations are available for all students enrolled in the high schools in the Archdiocese.  Many students receive accommodations without the need for an IEP or 504 plan.

3.  Do students who typically receive accommodations in elementary school receive those accommodations on the high school placement tests?
This depends upon the high school.  Some of the high schools do make accommodations on the placement exams, while other high schools want to get some baseline student information.  These tests do not impact a students ability to enroll in the high school.  The placement exams provide important information about what classes a student should be placed in at the beginning of the school year.  

	He who began a good work in you

will carry it on to completion.

Philippians 1:6


	High School Transition Checklist


The following information is be required by  high schools for transitioning  students with special needs:

ٱ  ITBS scores

ٱ  IEP/504 plan/Student Accommodation Plan

       (if applicable)

ٱ  7th/8th grade report cards

ٱ  standardized test scores

ٱ  Relevant medical records

ٱ   Teacher recommendations

	High School Contacts


Bishop Miege High School

Roeland Park, Kansas

M.J. Waldon

 913-262-2700

Bishop Ward High School

Kansas City, Kansas

Anita Gregory

913-371-1201

Hayden High School

Topeka

Judy Cucciniello

785-272-5210

Immaculata High School
Leavenworth, Kansas

Mike Connelly

913-682-3900

Maur Hill-Mount Academy

Atchison, Kansas

Sister Bridget Dickason

913-367-5482
St. James Academy

Lenexa, Kansas

Terry Kopp

913-254-4200

St. Thomas Aquinas High School

Overland Park, Kansas

Charlie Lamont

913-319-2411

	IEP and 504 plans for High School


Many schools have students on IEPs or 504 plans.  As required by law, IEPs and 504 plans are reviewed and revised annually.  

As the elementary schools work with the local school district to create or review a student’s IEP it is essential for a representative from the high school the student is planning to attend to participate in this process.  Representatives from the high schools will provide essential information regarding scheduling and support available for the student within the high school setting. 

Further, elementary schools should not  be creating 504 plans to be implemented in the high school setting.  If an eighth grade student’s 504 plan is reviewed in the spring, it is critical to invite a representative from the high school the student will be attending to assist in the development of the plan. What can happen in a elementary school setting is not always appropriate or feasible in the high school setting.  Ideally, students who are transitioning will have their 504 plans scheduled for review in the fall when the team at the high school level can make the appropriate accommodations for the student in the high school setting.

In addition, it is essential that parents and teachers understand that just because a student has a 504 plan does not guarantee accommodations on college tests such as ACT or SAT.  The guidance counselor can apply for accommodations on college tests, but the testing companies have the ultimate decision as to whether or not the accommodations will be available for the student.

	Transition Reminder


· Maintain and document communication between official staffings with public school special education professionals with whom you may be working  (resource teachers, speech therapists, occupational therapists and physical therapists)

· Maintain (and document) communication with parents regarding student’s progress

· Document any new accommodations and modifications and their effectiveness

	Upcoming Training Opportunities


Student Improvement Team Training

Lawrence, Kansas

January 12 & 13, 2005

Cost- $75.00 per person

To register call Karen Pierron  785-863-3410 
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