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	Partnerships with Parents and Teachers


Within our classrooms and across the country our student population is becoming increasingly diverse. According to the 2002 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) study on Catholic School Students with Disabilities,  Catholic schools serve special needs students in similar proportions to public schools.  Approximately 7% of Catholic school students in the United States have a disability as compared to 11.4 % in public schools.  In the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, during the 2005-2006 school year,  8.3% of students had a disability.  

The importance of partnering with parents to enhance student success is unquestioned, but for children with disabilities it is even more important.  Children feel good about school and are more successful when there is a positive parent-teacher relationship.  According to Dr. Diane Levin, PhD, this positive relationship makes a child feel like the important people in his life, parents and teachers, are working together.  The following information is provided to help teachers and parents build strong and successful relationships this school year.

	6 Tips for Working Together


The parent-teacher relationship is vital to the success of students.  So the question becomes, how do you make this relationship work?

1.  Create a Problem Solving Partnership

Instead of confronting the parent or teacher immediately with what is wrong, brainstorm and collaborate about how to help the child be successful.

  2.  Develop a Relationship with the Child

The teacher-child relationship may be the first significant relationship a child develops beyond the family.  Never underestimate the power of a special bond between the teacher and the student.

3.  Leave the Baggage at the Door

Focus on the child and not on the parents or the teacher.  Utilize your problem solving partnership.

4.  Be Knowledgeable Regarding the Child 

Teachers should be informed of the child’s disability and relevant information regarding the child.  Parents should share relevant information and records.  Teachers must review the information and ask clarifying questions regarding any information that is not clear or present regarding the student.

5.  Avoid Omnipotence

No one “knows it all”, respect the information and professional expertise that parents and teachers bring to the table.  Combining the skills and resources of everyone working for the student can create powerful and positive results.

6.  Pray

When meeting in person, don’t forget to use the gift of prayer.  

	Communication


Communication is a key factor for making the parent-teacher relationship work.  The parents need information about what and how their child is learning and the teacher needs important information about the child’s academic and social development. 

Tips for Successful Parent-Teacher Communication  

*Adapted from Education Minnesota, 2006

1.  Contact teacher or parent early before a problem becomes critical.

Don’t wait to see if a problem or concern will fix itself.  Problems or concerns are easier to address the sooner both parties are made aware of the situation.

2.  Decide as a team (parent/teacher) the best time and method for communication.

Decide how often communication is needed and the method of communication (e-mail, phone, written notes) that will work best for both parties.
3.  Be specific in comments and concerns.

Instead of saying, “Johnny cannot focus on anything” you might say, “Johnny can stay on task for  only 3 minutes out of a 10 minute lesson.  In comparison, Johnny’s peers can stay on task for 9 minutes of a 10 minute lesson.”

4.  Ask for opinions

Both parents and teachers have important information about what may work best for a student.

5.  Be forgiving

Try to listen to one another calmly, without getting defensive.  Everyone is interested in what is best for the student.

6.  Listen 

Although we spend nearly a third of our lives listening, most adults are poor listeners.  We concentrate on what we are going to say next, or we let our minds drift on to other concerns and we may hear only part of what the speaker is saying.  Communication between the parent and teacher will be enhanced if you really listen to what the other party is saying.

7.  Focus on a solution rather than a problem

Most communication occurs between the parent and the teacher because there is a problem.  Things will go smoother if you focus on solutions rather than problems.

8. Summarize

When communicating, summarize the discussion to ensure that both parties have the same understanding.

	Transition Reminder


Elementary/Middle Grades

· Call parents of students with special needs to discuss student’s adjustment to the new grade

· Review student files to obtain accommodation/modification information

· Meet with parents to adjust the transition plan if necessary

High School

· Talk with the resource teacher or counselor to discuss any concerns you have regarding the student

· Review student files to obtain accommodation/modification information

	Father,

they come to the parent-teacher conference warily, wearily, knowing full well what they’re not going to hear.  They won’t hear that their son is in the top reading group, or that he’s a whiz at math, or that his penmanship is flawless, or that he was the last one to sit down at the spelling bee.

But, Father, let them hear what I have to say.

Let them hear that even though school is hard for him (and probably always will be), he never gives up.  He struggles until he gets it, and what he has learned, he’s earned; it is his to keep.

Let them hear that this report card doesn’t mean their son’s not good enough.  Rather, this standard of measurement isn’t good enough to measure him.  

Father, let me say and let them hear that he’s as fine and brave and good a person as I’ve ever met.

Let them go home satisfied and proud.

Elspeth Campbell Murphy


	Did You Know?


All previous issues of the Teaching All God’s Children newsletter are available on-line.  Go to www.archkckcs.org and click on Special Education. 

	Upcoming Training Opportunities


*This is not to be considered an endorsement of these in-services, merely a listing of upcoming in-service opportunities.
Council for Exceptional Children

2006 Annual Conference

“All for Children”

Lawrence, Kansas

October 5-6, 2006

For more information call 785-841-7077.

Learning Disabilities Association of Kansas

36th Annual State Conference
Lawrence, KS

November 9-10, 2006

For more information go to www.ldkansas.org
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