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	Supporting Students with Special 

Learning Needs through the Summer Months


Summer is coming!  For students who struggle, the last day of is often the most exciting day of the year.  These students are looking forward to games, sports and non-school activities that they both enjoy and excel in.   Parents and teachers, however, are concerned about the child retaining the information that was learned during the school year.  For some  students remediation and instruction in areas that they struggled in or missed during the school year is required. 

Deciding on the best summer program for a student requires planning. The parents must consider what is feasible both time wise and financially.  In addition parents must consider the student’s interests and need for fun and relaxation.  

The following are options families may consider for supporting their child during the summer months:

Summer School

Summer School programs are offered by most public schools.  In addition, some Catholic schools and private schools in our area offer summer programs.  It will be important to recognize both the needs of the student and the goal of the summer school program to ensure the programming will meet the students needs.

Common Summer School program goals are:

· Enrichment

· Reinforcement

· Remediation

· Childcare

· Recreation

On-Line Activities

McGraw-Hill offers an on-line software program called Passkey,  which offers self-paced instruction in 

math, reading, science, and social studies.  Students of all ages may utilized the Passkey programs, elementary through high school.  The program is modular, which means any subject and  grade level may be purchased for a student.  For more information about the Passkey program and pricing email rpogue-eduserv@cox.net.

In addition to programs that offer direct instruction there are many web-sites with information and fun games and activities for students to access to practice skills in the areas of reading and math.

Reading Resources

In May, Scholastic.com will launch “Summer Reading Counts”,  an interactive on-line resource for students and their families.  For more information go to

www.scholastic.com/summerreading.

“25 Fun Ways to Encourage Reading” is a free download from Schwab Learning.  It is full of fun and engaging activities parents can use during the summer to support their child in the area of reading.  To download this booklet go to 

www.schwablearning.org/articles.asp?r=434&g=4
Reading is Fundamental has several resources for summer reading fun for students.  Beginning in May, Reading is Fundamental will launch its “Summer Reading is Sweet” program.  For more information go to www.rif.org/summer/.

Math Resources

The internet has opened up a world of opportunities for students to practice math skills over  the summer.  

There are many fun and interactive math games and activities available on-line.  The following are websites that offer math games ranging from simple addition and subtraction to money skills and algebra.

www.funbrain.com/math/
www.aplusmath.com/games/
www.brainbashers.com
www.funbrain.com/cashreg/
www.mathcats.com/contents.html
Tutoring

Many families choose to have their children work with  tutors in the summer months to help students master basic skills, to reinforce subjects that are taught in school or to help students work ahead in the summer months.  

The Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities offers a few useful tips to consider when choosing a tutor:

1. Ask your child’s teacher or other parents for recommendations.

2. Check the tutor’s credentials.  Ask about training, experience, and references.  It is important that the tutor is a certified teacher or has expertise in the subject being taught.

3. Set clear goals for the tutoring  and request a description of the tutoring plan.

4. Schedule tutoring for the times of day when your child is most ready to learn.

5. For students with learning disabilities, consider scheduling more than one lesson per week.  Students with learning disabilities often need practice and repetition to master skills.

6. Observe your child working with the tutor.  The tutor should be guiding your child through direct teaching and guided practice.

7. Request periodic reports from both the tutor and your child’s teacher.  There should be noticeable academic improvement within a few months.

	Study Skills – Hints for Parents


by Mary Jo Gates, Assistant Principal

     Holy Cross School
1. Use the summer months to analyze your child’s strengths and weaknesses as a student.  From your observations and conversations with your child answer these questions:

· In what type of environment does your child work best? (totally quiet, background noise, at a desk , etc.)

· Does your child effectively use a planner/ assignment notebook?

· Does your child have an effective system to organize supplies and paper?

· Does your child know how to study for tests?

· Does your child have an effective strategy for dealing with homework difficulties?

· Does your child have difficulty following directions, sequencing steps, and/or planning long-term projects?

· Does your child have difficulty reading a story or test book and remembering the information?

2.  Get ready for next school year.

· Set up a “homework space” for your child that meets his or her specific learning needs.

· Create a School Supply Kit for home that includes the basics (pencils, pens, markers, colored pencils, scissors, glue, dictionary, thesaurus, Bible, etc.)

· Teach your child how to use a planner/assignment book.

-Entries should always include a pg. #, special instructions, and due date.

-The assignment book should always be consulted at the beginning of every homework session.  

-Completed assignments should be checked off.

· Teach your child how and when to ask questions of a teacher. Many students get “stuck” because they do not  understand the concept or instructions.

· Find a “study buddy” or someone for the child to call in the evening for help.

· Set up a system or policy for doing homework in the household.

· Help students learn to follow directions and/or sequence tasks.  This can be practiced around the house with both written and oral instructions.

· Obtain a calendar to plan for long-term projects and to set intermediate due dates.

	Transition Reminder


· Now is the time to meet with students, parents, current year teachers and next years teachers.

· Explain next year’s curriculum and learning demands with students and parents.

· Develop a plan for the first four weeks of school to ensure a smooth transition.

	For with God

nothing will be impossible.
Luke 1:37
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