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	Recognizing and Meeting the Needs of Gifted Students


Take a moment to think about the students in your class this year.  Who are the students who have  probably learned the least this school year?  Many times the student who learns the least, is the student with the most ability, your gifted students.  Gifted students may already know much of the information we are planning to teach, or they can learn new information in much less time then their peers. 

The National Association for Gifted Children define a gifted person as, “ someone who shows, or has the potential for showing, an exceptional level of performance in one or more areas of expression”.  Other organizations define giftedness related to the persons I.Q. score.  An I.Q. of 130+ is considered gifted, an I.Q. of 148+is highly gifted, and an I.Q. of 170+ is considered profoundly intellectually gifted.  Web, Meckstroth and Tolan (1982) documented the occurrence of highly gifted students as 1 in every 2,000 students and profoundly intellectually gifted as 1 in every 500,000 students.

Teaching gifted students can be very challenging.  It is very important to be aware of two common concerns for the gifted student.  First, gifted students may sail through school and assume that they don’t have to spend much time or effort to earn an A.  Many times when gifted students go to college, they are intimidated by the competition for grades and lack the disciplined study skills required  for learning complex information.  On the other hand, gifted students may be forced to do work related to content they have already mastered; they may resist, and then may engage in a  power struggle with their teacher.  Many times these students are labeled as:  “lazy,” “not working up to potential,” “poor attitude,” “unmotivated,”  or  “unproductive”.  Susan Winebrenner, gifted consultant and author says, “  I have rarely met gifted kids who won’t do their work, but I have met scores who won’t do the teacher’s work.  

There is one certainty regarding teaching the gifted student, most gifted students are working significantly below their potential. 

*Based on information from Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom:  Strategies and Techniques Every Teacher Can Use to Meet the Academic Needs of the Gifted and Talented, by  Susan Winebrenner
	Strategies for Meeting the Needs of Gifted Students in the Classroom


· Differentiate Instruction-  This means adapt the level, pace, complexity and depth of the curriculum to meet the needs of the student.  Differentiation may include: activities and projects, materials, and assessment.  For more information on Differentiating Instruction go to www.archkckcs.org and look at the Fall 2004 edition of the Teaching All God’s Children newsletter.
· Design an Independent Study Project- Students use their extra time to investigate a topic on their own with the teacher’s guidance, rather then practicing a skill in which they are already proficient.  For example, a student may already be proficient in money identification and value and may choose to work on an independent project such as developing a household budget.

· Work on the same material as other students, only in greater depth- This strategy avoids students being given “busy work” .  The teacher would give the student an in-depth activity that matches what is being worked on from the curriculum.  For example, a gifted student may already be proficient with map skills.  Rather than learning the symbols and participating in the classroom instruction, the student may use maps to plan a vacation and the routes and points of interest along the way.  

· Explore Enrichment Topics – This option could be provided using centers.  For example, most students in the class might be expected to complete Centers A, B, and C while Centers D and E are available to students who have the time, interest, and motivation to work on additional materials.  It would be ideal if students completing Centers D and E could substitute that work for Centers A, B, and C.  Examples of enrichment topics in elementary mathematics include:  probability and statistics, estimation, mental arithmetic, spatial visualization, algebra, and geometry.  
*Based on Gifted Students in the Regular Classroom by Ann Lupkowski Shoplik

	Consider This…


If you are concerned about the consequences of allowing a small group of students to do something different from their peers consider this story:

Going into the shoe store, the salesperson says, “ Do you have a size 7 foot?  I have a size 7 shoe that should fit you very nicely, and may be just what you need.  No?  You have a size 9 foot?  Well, all I have are size 7 shoes.  Just wear this one anyway.
“I can’t get it on” 
“Nothing is wrong with the shoe.   It is a perfectly fine shoe”  (i.e. curriculum is great, just not a good fit.  We are not putting down the curriculum.)
“ Well, maybe you would like my shoe if I put this pretty bow on it.  Of maybe a shiny buckle?  Now put it on.  I don’t understand why it doesn’t fit.  How about if I give you more size 7 shoes?  Will three be enough (more of the same)?  Well, then something must be wrong with your foot.  What is wrong with your foot?”

“Nothing is wrong with my foot.  I have a perfectly good foot”.

In order for shoes to work well for you, they have to be a good fit.  And imagine what happens when you have to walk around all day in shoes that are too small, you get a little cranky, don’t you?  Or maybe you decide to stop wearing shoes altogether.  Good programs and good kids need to be matched for a good fit.

	Dear Father,

   Thank you for your gifts of talent , time and grace.  In all I do, in all I say, help others see your face.

Amen



	Did You Know?


· There are 2,926,034 gifted students enrolled in elementary and secondary schools in the U.S.

· Gifted and talented students account for 6.3% of total school enrollments.

*National Center for Education Statistics
	Bright Students vs. Gifted Students


	BRIGHT CHILD
	GIFTED LEARNER

	Knows the answer
	Asks the questions

	Is interested
	Is highly curious

	Is attentive
	Is mentally and physically involved

	Has good ideas
	Has wild, silly ideas

	Works hard
	Plays around, yet tests well

	Answers the questions
	Discusses in detail, elaborates

	Top group
	Beyond the group

	Listens with interest
	Shows strong feelings and opinions

	Learns with ease
	Already knows

	6-8 repetitions for mastery
	1-2 repetitions for mastery

	Understands ideas
	Constructs abstractions

	Enjoys peers
	Prefers adults

	Grasps the meaning
	Draws inferences

	Completes assignments
	Initiates projects

	Is receptive
	Is intense

	Copies accurately
	Creates a new design

	Enjoys school
	Enjoys learning

	Absorbs information
	Manipulates information

	Technician
	Inventor

	Good memorizer
	Good guesser

	Enjoys straightforward, sequential presentation
	Thrives on complexity

	Is alert
	Is keenly observant

	Is pleased with own learning
	Is highly self-critical


         *Characteristics compiled by Janice Szanbos

	Transition Reminder


· Now is the time to meet with student, parents, current year teachers and next years teachers.

· Explain next year’s curriculum and learning demands with student and parents.

· Develop a plan for the first four weeks of school to ensure a smooth transition.
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