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	Assessment- Evaluation- Reporting


Assessment, evaluation and reporting are terms which many times are used interchangeably in schools.  What do these words mean to you?  In reality, these three terms are integral parts of the assessment process.
Think about this example: when a patient goes to the doctor, he/she has temperature and blood pressure taken, weighed, measured and is asked about symptoms.  This is all part of the “assessment” process.  
ASSESSMENT IS THE PROCESS OF GATHERING AND REVIEWING DATA.
In schools, data is gathered in a variety of ways.  Many classrooms have access to DIBELS, the MAP test, Kansas State Assessments, Iowa Test of Basic Skills, student interest inventories, Star Reading and Star Math assessments, and Curriculum Based Measures, just to name a few. What types of assessments do you use regularly in your classroom?
Back to the Doctor’s office…Once all the information is gathered by the doctor and nurse regarding a patient’s health, a “judgment” is made by the doctor regarding the patient’s health.  The doctor evaluates the data collected so that he or she can prescribe the proper treatment.  
EVALUATION IS WHAT THE TEACHER DOES WITH THE ASSESSEMENT DATA GATHERED TO DETERMINE THE TYPE OF INSTRUCTION NEEDED BY THE STUDENTS. 
Teachers are able to assess and evaluate student progress weekly to plan and adjust for the specific instructional needs of each student For example, schools should use  DIBELS assessment data to plan and adjust MTSS reading groups.  Quizzes are another type of assessment that teachers can use to evaluate the plan of  instruction.  How do you use the data you have for your students?  
Back to the Doctor’s office again…The patient returns to the doctor in a few weeks for a follow-up appointment so that the doctor can “ report” the status of the patient’s health.

REPORTING IS COMMUNICATING THE STATUS OF THE STUDENT PERFORMANCE RELATED TO THE MASTERY OF THE CONTENT.

The most common form of reporting is the report card that students and parents receive quarterly.  A report card grade should reflect the student’s mastery of the content standards.
In order to maximize the impact of instruction and increase student performance, it is essential to have an effective Assessment-Evaluation-Reporting process ongoing in each and every classroom.
The following is an example of how this process works in the classroom.

	Father,
May everything we do
begin with your inspiration
and continue with your saving help.
Let our work always find its origin in you
and through you reach completion.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

 AmenThe Liturgy of the Hours, Week I 


	The Assessment Process in the Classroom


What does the assessment process look like in the classroom?  Spelling tests are an easy example of the assessment process in action.  

The first step is to administer a pretest of the assigned spelling words for the week.  This allows the teacher to assess the students’ knowledge of the assigned words.  Once the pretest is given to the students the first step of the assessment process is complete.

The second step of the assessment process occurs after the teacher has graded the pretest and evaluated the students performance for instructional planning.  Some students may have mastered the spelling list and the teacher may use “challenge” words to engage students in the spelling activities.  Another group of students may continue to work on the traditional spelling words for the week. There may be a third group of students for whom the standard spelling list may be too challenging and the teacher may either shorten the spelling list or substitute the spelling words for the students who are struggling.  At the end of the week, the teacher will test all the students on their assigned words.
The final step of the assessment process is reporting the students mastery of the assigned spelling words for the week.
	Book Review


Implementing Response to Intervention

By Susan L. Hall

     Implementing Response to Intervention is an easy to read, step by step guide to putting RtI into action in both school wide and classroom settings.  Although this book is focused primarily on the use of RtI in the content area of reading, the information may be generalized to other content areas such as math.  This book is loaded with realistic scenarios and resources which make RtI easier to implement..  In addition, there are many samples of DIBELS data, explanations of how to read and interpret the data, and detailed explanations of how to use DIBELS assessment data to plan instruction and groups.   This book would be a great resource for both teachers and administrators.
Published by Corwin Press

ISBN 978-1-4129-5507-2
	Transition Reminder


· Maintain and document communication that may occur with public school special education professionals with whom you may be working (resource teachers, speech therapists, occupational therapists and physical therapists).

· Maintain (and document) communication with parents regarding student’s progress.

· Document any new accommodations and modifications and their effectiveness.

	Upcoming  Training Opportunities


*This is not to be considered an endorsement of these in-services, merely a listing of upcoming in-service opportunities.

Differentiated Instruction in Reading

March 31, 2011

Forbes Field
Topeka, KS

Registration is $130.  To register contact the Southeast Kansas Education Service Center- Greenbush at 

620-724-6281.

Practical Solutions for Adapting Curriculum
March 31, 2011
Kauffman Foundation Conference Center
Kansas City, MO

Registration is FREE!  To register call (913)384-4848 or register online at info@kcdsg.org. 
Olathe Summer Conference
June 1-3, 2011
Olathe Northwest High School
Registration is $375.  To register contact Rita Summers at rsummers@olatheschools.com.

Kansas Migrant and ELL Academy for Elementary Educators and Administrators
June 7-8, 2011
The Dodge House Hotel and Convention Center
Dodge City, KS

July 13-14, 2011

Capitol Plaza Hotel 

Topeka, KS

To register go to www.KMEAcademy.org .  Registration is open between January 25 and April 29, 2011.
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