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	Today's Students- Not Your Ordinary Brains!


Have you ever thought, "My students look like they always have, but they are so different!".   Kids today look pretty much the same as you looked when you were growing up, but inside they are completely different.  As a result of all the digital input children receive, their brains are changing both physically and chemically.  They actually are neurologically "wired" differently than we are.

One of the most extraordinary discoveries in brain research during the 20th century was the discovery of neuroplasticity.  Neuroplasticity is the brain's ability to reshape itself over time.  The brain actually can change its memory capacity, neural processing power, and also re-grow neurons.   In order for these changes to take place, a person must be exposed to intensive and progressively challenging stimulation and focus over extended periods of time.  What does this mean?  For children who spend most of their time focused on a sport or playing musical instruments, they will "hard wire" or insulate unique neural connections in the brain. In addition, children who spend time watching TV and playing video games will develop additional neural pathways which result in students processing information differently than we do.  The visual memory, processing and learning skills of students particularly are being enhanced due to the digital bombardment children are exposed to in the 21st century.  What's the bottom-line? Our students think and process information differently than we do, and use different parts of the brain.  As a result, our students have different preferences for learning. 
 Ian Jukes, author of Understanding the Digital Generation,  identifies many of  the learning preferences of today's students. These are five worth noting when planning instruction:
1. Today's students prefer to receive information quickly from multimedia sources. Try taking virtual field trip or look for clips on TeacherTube to support content. 

2. Student's prefer to multitask.  They are accustomed to doing several things at once.  Try having a class discussion and allow students to search for information on computers and participate in the discussion simultaneously.

3. Today's students prefer to process pictures, sounds, color and video before text.  Try using pictures to illustrate a concept rather than words.  See if students can explain what they are seeing.

4. Working together with many other students is another preference of today's students.  Students expect to be able to communicate with others and collaborate.  Also, future employers expect effective teamwork from their employees. Use strategies such as Think-Pair-Share, Jigsaw, Round Robin brainstorming, or partner learning activities in the classroom.
5.  Today's students are used to instant feedback. When they play video games;  they go to the next level, win an award or are put on the high score list.  Students need affirmation, attention and multiple chances to distinguish themselves.  Try writing a quick note on a Post-it and sticking it on the student's desk prior to the beginning of class.  Also, allow students to celebrate successes that may take place outside of the classroom (music recital, athletic event, or art awards).
	God is here:  In the faces in our classrooms; In each other; In all of creation; In everything around us; In YOUR very self, keeping you alive; In the midst of those for whom you are praying; In the Eucharist; In the word of God; In YOU...by God's grace, at work in your life; In the chapel, as God's dwelling place; God is ever present, ever watching and ever loving.

Source Unknown

	Additional Resources on Brain Development

 and the Digital Generation


· iBrain                                                              by Gary Small and Gigi Vorgon
· The Brain That Changes Itself                            by  Norman Doidge 
· Everything  Bad is Good For You                by Steven Johnson
· A Whole New Mind                                       by Daniel Pink
· Grown Up Digital                                            by Don Tapscott
· Rewired                                                           by Larry Rosen
· Rethinking Education in the Age of Technology                                                      by Allen Collins and Richard Halverson
	Book Review


21st Century Skills:                                      Learning for Life in our Times
by Bernie Trilling & Charles Fadel
            As our students leave the walls of our classrooms they will be expected to have a unique set of skills to be successful in the realities of the 21st century.  They will need to be prepared to work in collaboration with others, critically analyze situations, creatively solve problems and effectively communicate their ideas and the results of their efforts.  In addition, they will be expected to be proficient with a variety of technologies.  

In 21st Century Skills, Trilling and Fadel provide educators a practical framework to jumpstart their efforts to incorporate these skills into their classrooms.  The authors walk the reader through the definitions of 21st century learning and 21st century skills and then set forth a vision of how to put them into action in the classroom.  This is more than a new way to look at “group work”;  it is an approach that simulates authentic, real-world situations that will give students the experience of working on a team to accomplish a common goal.
            Submitted by Mary Jo Gates                
            Principal, Cure' of Ars Catholic School
	Transition Reminder


· Maintain and document communication that may occur with public school special education professionals with whom you may be working  (resource teachers, speech therapists, occupational therapists and physical therapists).

· Maintain (and document) communication with parents regarding student’s progress.

· Document any new accommodations and modifications and their effectiveness.

	Upcoming  Training Opportunities


*This is not to be considered an endorsement of these in-services, merely a listing of upcoming in-service opportunities.

Down Syndrome 101 for Educators
November 3, 2011

Kauffman Foundation Conference Center

8:30 to 11:30 am

www.kcdsg.org

To register e-mail info@kcdsg.org or call 

913-384-4848

Learning Disabilities Association of Kansas

 Annual Conference- Featuring Dr. Naomi Zigmond speaking on meaningful inclusion of students with disabilities

November 5, 2011

Johnson County Community College, Regnier Ctr.

Cost- $60.00

For more information go to www.ldakansas.org

Practical Solutions for Educating Students with Down Syndrome

February 9, 2012

Kauffman Foundation Conference Center

8:30 to 11:30 am

www.kcdsg.org

To register e-mail info@kcdsg.org or call 

913-384-4848

Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavior Disorders

February 23-25, 2012

Hyatt Regency Crown Center, Kansas City, MO
For more information go to www.mslbd.org
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