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	General Education Intervention Ideas for 

Students with Articulation Errors


Have you ever overheard a young child at a petting zoo or in a pet store say, "I want to pet the wabbit'?  This is type of articulation error can be perceived as cute in young children. However, teachers can become concerned when students are demonstrating articulation errors in the classroom.  Articulation errors could potentially negatively impact students in the areas of spelling and reading. When, as a teacher, should you become concerned about a student who may be demonstrating articulation errors in the classroom?  What should you do as the teacher to address articulation issues?

Teachers should answer the following question to determine if a student's articulation errors are educationally significant:
1.  What are the misarticulated sounds? 

2.  Is/Are the misarticulated sounds consistent with developmental norms?

In the chart below, each column indicates when children generally MASTER the specified sounds.  

	3-4 yrs.
	5-6 yrs.
	7 yrs.
	8 yrs.
	9 yrs.

	b

p

m

h

w

n

d

k

Preschool
	Y

f

v

Kdg.
	sh

ch

th (voiced)

l

j

2nd Grade
	r

th (voiceless)

3rd Grade
	s

z

ng

4th Grade


*This chart should be used as a general guide.
3.  Do adults ask the student to repeat self multiple times per day?

4.  Do peers ask the student to repeat self multiple times per day?

5.  Do peers negatively react when the student speaks?

6.  Does the student appear to avoid speaking to adults/peers?

7. Does the student make writing/spelling errors containing misarticulated sounds?

As a rule of thumb, students who are intelligible 70% or more of the time are considered to be adequate to meet the communication demands of the classroom.

If the sound(s) the student is misarticulating are beyond the developmental norms (see chart) AND is impacting the students learning (questions 3-7) then it would be important to begin implementing and documenting interventions for the student.  Since communication is the single most frequent activity in the classroom, the classroom teacher is in the best position to both identify the problem and to assist with direct classroom interventions.
	Oh Christ of the loving heart, 

who felt tenderness and compassion for all people, inspire me to feel the same, I pray.
I do not have your power to heal and restore, but Your spirit lives within me.

Smile through my face, 

Speak through my voice, 

use me to help the sick and suffering,

the discouraged and lonely. 

I want to carry on your work.

Source Unknown


	8 Classroom Interventions for                               Students with Articulation Concerns


1.  If you cannot understand a student and you have asked him/her to repeat him/herself, it might help to ask the student to show you or say it in a different way.  For example, ask the student to write the word if they are able to do so.

2. If the student's response contains a known sound error, it's important to repeat what the child said with an appropriate model. (e.g.  If the child says "nak" for snake, you would say, "Oh, you want the snake").  This way you are not focusing on the error or calling negative attention to the child, but providing an appropriate model.

3.  If you hear a consistent sound error,  use written text to increase the child's ability it see, hear and be aware of that sound.  (e.g. Ask the student to find all the words containing the error sound in a page of a story.  Make this a routine in your classroom so that no student is singled out.)
4.  If you have a student who is able to make a sound correctly some of the time when they know an adult is listening, set up a  non-verbal cue with that child to let them know that you are listening.  For example, establish a private signal with the student to alert him/her before you call on them to read aloud.

5.  Highlight words in their own writing or in classroom worksheets that contain sounds that the child is misarticulating.

6. Play "I Spy", as a class, using a specific sound and name objects around the classroom, around the school, or around the church.  Make sure that the game targets specific sounds, like objects that end in "p" or "t."
7. Have students practice making pretend phone calls.   Break students into groups and have them pretend to make a phone call using a script that emphasizes the letters which are difficult for each child.  

8.  Have the students keep a notebook of difficult words they find each day.  Have the students turn to a partner and share difficult words daily. 
	Transition Reminder


· Maintain and document communication that may occur with public school special education professionals with whom you may be working  (resource teachers, speech therapists, occupational therapists and physical therapists).

· Maintain (and document) communication with parents regarding student’s progress.

· Document any new accommodations and modifications and their effectiveness.

	Upcoming  Training Opportunities


*This is not to be considered an endorsement of these in-services, merely a listing of upcoming in-service opportunities.

Tier III Reading Strategies Workshop
February 5, 2013
Smoky Hill Service Center

605 E. Crawford St.

Salina, KS 

Cost:  FREE -Lunch and snacks are provided

Registration is limited....

For more information go to www.ksdetasn.org

DSG-Transition to Adulthood Seminar

February 7, 2013

Kauffman Foundation Conference Center

Cost- FREE- Breakfast is provided

For more information call 913-384-4848

Powerful Strategies for Differentiating Instruction in Your World Language Classroom (Grades 9-12)

February 14, 2013

Crowne Plaza

Lenexa, KS

Cost- $299.00
For more information call 1-800-735-3503

National Catholic Education  Association Conference
April 2-4, 2013

Houston, TX

For more information go to www.ncea.org
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