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	Special Education Committee

 Launches Newsletter


Toward the end of the 2001-2002 school year, the Special Education Committee surveyed principals and asked, “What can we do to help you?”  As you can imagine, the answers were many and varied, but the common thread was a request for information.

This newsletter is a response to that appeal.  

You will be receiving this newsletter at the end of each school quarter.  We will be featuring articles written by professionals in the fields of general education and special education.  Our goal is to provide you with clear, concise, practical information that you can use in your efforts to educate “All of God’s Children”.

If you have a question or issue that you would like to see addressed in future issues, or a story to share, please contact Mary Jo Gates at 913-381-7408.
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	Teachers 

Our Best Resource


Picture yourself in this scene.  You are sitting at your desk with your head in your hands feeling as though you have tried everything possible to help a struggling student in your room.  A fellow teacher walks by your room and notices your obvious distress.  After a short (or maybe not so short) conversation your teacher friend says, “Have your tried….?”

Our fellow teachers are often the best resource we have.  Sometimes the person with that perfect answer is in our building, but sometimes that person might be in a school across town.  How do you find that person that you may have never met or even heard his or her name before?  Ask your principal to look on the Administrator’s section of the School Office website www.archkckcs.org to find a newly created database of teachers.  This database is organized by exceptionality such as ADHD or Autism and lists teachers you can call that just might have that perfect strategy.

	In Our Next Issue


January, 2003-Conferencing With Parents

-Question and Answer Column

-Guest Teacher Column-Share your ideas and your 

  successes

If you would like to ask a question or submit an article proposal, contact Mary Jo Gates at

mgates@hccsmail.com or 913-381-7408 by November 11, 2202.

	Perfect Wings Program


More than ever before, the Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas are seeking ways to effectively address the learning differences and the myriad  of special needs students.  For the past five years, the education office has been working with the Special Education Committee to help address the needs and concerns of our very diverse schools.  One of the results of this five year effort is the Perfect Wings Program.


Based on a needs analysis, the Superintendent’s Office and Easter Seals have been working together to develop this program to serve children with special needs.

Perfect Wings offers children with disabilities the opportunity to learn side by side with other children within a Catholic Education setting.  Perfect Wings will offer student and teacher support through classroom strategies and curriculum modification.  Second, Perfect Wings will offer training on topics related to serving students with special needs. In the future, Perfect Wings will operate a resource center for parents, teachers and students.

Perfect Wings is available to Catholic Schools in Johnson, Wyandotte, and Leavenworth counties in Kansas.  For more information about Perfect Wings contact Karen Kroh at 816-734-7068.  For 

information about services in other regions principals may contact Dr. Kathy O’Hara.

	“Just think, you’re not here by chance, but by God’s choosing,

His hand formed you and made you the person you are.

He compares you to no one else-

You are one of a kind.

You lack nothing that His grace can’t give you.

He has allowed you to be here in this time in history 

to fulfill His special purpose for this generation.”

Andy Leesin

	Accommodations for Students with ADHD


Keep in mind that students with attention concerns often thrive on predictability and routine.

Physical Arrangement of Room

· Seat student away from distractions and near a positive role model.  Talk to the role model ahead of time as to how they can help.
· Ask student where would be the best place for his or her desk.
· Minimize classroom stimulus; simplify bulletin boards, avoid hanging items from the ceiling, minimize overwhelming colors.
Assignments
· Assign homework that emphasizes mastery of concepts rather than repetition.
· Give extra time to complete tasks, if needed
· Give frequent short quizzes, avoid long tests
· Break long term assignments into smaller segments
· Mark student’s CORRECT answers, not his or her mistakes
Tests

· Give exams orally, if needed

· Use large black print on tests.

· Leave spaces between questions on tests

· Avoid scantron tests, if possible.  Transferring answers to the scantron sheet may be difficult

· Give clear, simple directions, underlining key direction words.

· Review and provide practice tests

Organization

· Provide students with detailed syllabus

· Assignment book or a planner is a must

· Post homework assignments to encourage students to write down assignments

· Notebook with color coded folders may be helpful
Presenting Lesson

· Provide an outline with key concept or vocabulary

· Make lessons brief or break into segments

· Use “hands on” lessons when possible
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