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	Successful Conferencing with Parents of Students 

with Special Needs


Conferencing with parents can be one of the most difficult responsibilities any teacher has to face.  Here are some tips to ensure a successful conference that will address the needs of the student:

Planning the Conference

· Send home a brief survey asking parent to write down any questions or concerns they want to address at the conference.  Have them include a list of their child’s strengths and weaknesses as they perceive them.

· Inform the parent of all whom will be attending.  Too many personnel can be overwhelming, but others can bring a new perspective to the situation.

· Decide on goals for the conference (one or two will do).

· Create an agenda and know the points that should be emphasized

· Collect samples of student work

Arranging the Setting

· Greet parents at the door

· Sit with them at a table or in chairs (adult size) facing each other.  Never put the teachers desk between yourself and parents

· Introduce parents to all team members and seat them in close proximity to someone whom they are familiar

· Provide paper and pens so parent can take notes

Conducting the Conference

· Open with a prayer and ask for God’s guidance
· Briefly review the agenda
· Start with positive statements, pointing out the student’s strengths
· Communicate the specific information you have gathered about the child in non-technical language

· Ask parents to comment on their child’s strengths as they perceive them

· Listen carefully to parents’ responses and ask them to note the progress they have seen

· Convey main concerns (no more than three-do not overwhelm parents with negatives)

· Answer parents’ questions and ask them if they can confirm your impressions

· Set goals together for the child’s future progress and develop a plan of action that includes responsibilities for all those involved

· Use a conference summary form to keep the meeting on track and focus on the most relevant information

Follow-Up

· Schedule a follow up conference to assess progress

· Distribute copies of the conference summary to the team members in a timely manner

Above all- remember that most parents want to be reassured that you love and care for their child almost as much as they do.

For More Information

http://teacher.scholastic.com/professional/parentcof
www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-3845.html
	In Our Next Issue


March 2003- Making Transitions

	Student Improvement Plans

Clarifying some Terminology


An Individualized Educational Program (IEP) is a legally binding document that describes the special education and related services specifically designed to meet the unique educational needs of a student with a disability. These include modifications and accommodations.  An IEP falls under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  

Note:  The law does not require an LEA (local educational agency) to pay for the cost of education, including special education and related services, of a child at a private school.  For more information go to www.ed.gov/ofices/OSERS/OSEP/Products/IEP_ Guide
A 504 plan is a legally binding document designed to assist students with special needs who are attending a regular education program.  It falls under the Provisions of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and was enacted to “level the playing field”.  A student with a 504 plan must have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of life’s major activities and impacts education.  This includes accommodations only.

Examples of students who could be protected by Section 504:

· Those with temporary disabilities which come from accidents who may need short term hospitalization or homebound recovery

· Those with communicable diseases

 (i.e. hepatitis)

· Those with allergies or asthma

· Those who are addicted to drugs or alcohol as long as they do not currently use drugs

· Those with environmental illnesses

	ADHD Training Opportunity


Diagnosis, treatment, interventions- just a few of the topics covered in a free presentation sponsored the Neurological Disabilities Support Project.  If you are interested in scheduling a presentation for your faculty or parents, contact one of the following teachers:

-Laura Cline, St. Thomas Aquinas 913-319-2424

-Kristi Nourie, St. Thomas Aquinas 913-319-3176

-Mary Jo Gates, Holy Cross School 913-381-7408

	Accommodations vs. Modifications


To accommodate means to reduce the impact of  a task without substantially changing the process or the product.

To modify means to change an assignment or expectations to meet the individual’s needs for learning.

Accommodation

There are 10 curriculum words on a test and 5 challenge words- a student is told to only do the 10 curriculum words.

As the challenge words are not part of the curriculum, the child is still receiving the appropriate curriculum.

A child is given a notes outline with blanks so that he may more easily follow along and stay focused.

The child is only receiving help with note-taking. No changes were made to the curriculum.

Modification

There are 10 curriculum words on a test and 5 challenge words- a student is told to do 6 of the curriculum words.

As the child’s curriculum is modified, she will not be receiving the same curriculum as everyone else.

Before taking notes, a child is told the concept on which he is to focus and will be tested.

In this situation, it is not necessary to show mastery on all the curriculum as the other students do.

	Dear God, thank you for allowing me to be in ministry with people.  You have called me to teach, Lord, and I want to see each of my students as a gift from you.  Each one comes to me in different wrappings.  Some are wrapped beautifully; some look very ordinary; others have been mishandled.  Some come very loosely wrapped; others very tightly and every now and then there is a Special Delivery!  But I know the wrapping is not the gift! What is left when the wrapping is removed is the true gift.  Sometimes the package is easy to open; sometimes I need the help of others.  Perhaps some have been opened and the gifts thrown away!  And could it be that certain gifts are not for me?

Whatever the wrapping, God, help me to remember that my students are gifts-gifts received and gifts given, like your Son.

Guide me, so that I open each student carefully and see each one as an individual.  My response must be one of love and care, just as your Son Christ loves and cares for me.  I pray this in your name. Amen.

Lois M. Runk
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