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	Socialization Issues for Students with Special Needs


Strategies for the Elementary Classroom

by Sherri Ankrum
I am a 5th grade teacher at St. Joseph School.  I taught 4th grade for nine years and moved to 5th grade three years ago.  For two years in a row I had a student in my room who was autistic.  This student was home schooled in the morning, but came to school in the afternoon to participate in the social activities with my class.  Special arrangements were made so that all of my special classes were scheduled in the afternoons, so that he could participate in music, art, PE, Spanish, computers and library.

Before school started, I met with the special needs student and his parents so that we could get to know each other.  I showed them my classroom, and we toured the school building.  At the very beginning of the year, before he actually started, his mother came to talk to my class about how autism affects people, and behaviors they could expect to encounter with her son.  I also read a lot of information over the summer to better prepare myself.  

In the classroom, I had students sitting in groups.  The students in his group were his helpers with everything.  I assigned a “buddy” to accompany him whenever he needed to go somewhere.  I always had the schedule posted on the board so that he knew what to expect that day.  I included him  whenever possible in classroom activities especially in Religion, Social Studies, and Science.  He was a good oral reader, so I often called on him to read aloud from these subjects.

We had classroom meetings to discuss any problems or questions they might have prior to his arrival in the afternoons.  I also talked frequently to individual students as needed.  All of the students were quite understanding and eager to help him adjust to his new surroundings.  


I think the most important aspect of successful socialization is making special needs students feel like they are part of the class and really belong.  He just wanted to be like everyone else.   

Challenges and Solutions

for the High School Student

by Mary Jo Gates from an interview with Mary Perrini


When a special needs student enters high school their socialization problems become more obvious to their peers and therefore more difficult to deal with.  This is compounded by the fact that there is no longer a homeroom teacher to act as a coach for special needs student and source of information to the rest of the children.


At Bishop Miege High School Mrs. Mary Perrini and the Campus Ministry Department have taken on the role of the homeroom teacher.  This is accomplished through a three-pronged approach described below.

SERVICE PROJECTS- Special needs students are encouraged to participate in service project opportunities.  This provides natural socialization opportunities for the special needs student and creates common ground with other students.

MONTHLY LUNCHEONS- Mrs. Perrini hosts a lunch each month during which special needs students interact with mainstream students.  The mainstream students are invited by Mrs. Perrini to participate based on their teachers recommendation.  These students are individuals who have shown an interest in interacting with special needs students, have good social skills, and are open to caring for others.

PEER MINISTRY PROGRAM-A student is selected by the teaching staff to be a peer minister after they have been nominated by their peers and have submitted an application.  They are then trained in communication styles and skills , and conflict management.  The Peer Minister is paired with a student having socialization problems.  They meet for one hours per week to talk and get to know each other.


The program puts kids that are naturally accepting together with kids that are different.  It creates common ground, reduces misconceptions, increases knowledge and decreases prejudices.

Perfect Wings

by Karen Kroh


Last year Perfect Wings updated the needs analysis for schools in Johnson, Wyandotte, and Leavenworth counties and completed a needs analysis for the schools in the Topeka region.  Dr. Kathy O’Hara is in the process of sharing the results of the needs analysis with the principals in that region this fall.

Some of the results of the needs analysis for schools in Johnson, Wyandotte and Leavenworth are as follows:

· 8% of students or approximately 800 children have a disability

· When asked what the greatest challenges are in serving students with special needs the majority of schools reported a need for more professional development for teachers in serving students with special needs

· However, 96% of principals felt that their teachers were more knowledgeable regarding serving students with special needs then they were 3 years ago, thanks in part to Diocesan in-service training, Teaching All God’s Children newsletter, and in-services provided by Perfect Wings.

The results of the needs analysis reflect the progress that has been made over the past two years in serving students with special needs.  However, there is still much work to be done.  This year Perfect Wings will be offering 15 in-service topics specific to serving students with special needs.  These in-services are available to all schools in Johnson, Wyandotte and Leavenworth counties free of charge.  Principals may contact Karen Kroh with Perfect Wings at816-734-7068 to schedule an in-service.

In addition, Perfect Wings will be hosting a Parent Meeting on Wednesday, October 25 at 7:00 pm at St. Agnes Parish Center.  Professionals are welcome to attend.  The topics to be addressed are:  Transitions for Students with Special Needs, How Does My Child Fit In? How Can I Help?  Social Issues for Students with Special Learning Needs, and How to Open the Doors of Catholic Education.

Finally, Perfect Wings has received funding that will allow for individual consultations for students with special needs at no charge at the schools.  A staff person from Perfect Wings would come and observe the student and make suggestions for successful inclusion to the teacher.  The school principal may coordinate consultations by contacting Perfect Wings at 816-734-7068/

Perfect Wings is looking forward to helping you this school year!

	Transition Reminder


Elementary/Middle Grades

· Call parents of students with special needs to discuss student’s adjustment to the new grade

· Meet with parents to adjust the plan if necessary

High School

· Talk with the resource teacher or counselor to discuss any concerns you have regarding students

· Review student files to obtain accommodation/ modification information

	Jesus Blesses the Children

At one point, children were brought to him so that he could place his hand on them in prayer.  The disciples began to scold them, but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.  Do not hinder them.  The kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  And he laid his hands on their heads before he left that place.
Matthew 19:31-15




	In Our Next Issue


January 2004-Answering Your Questions

If you would like to ask a question about teaching special needs students in your classroom please contact Mary Jo Gates at mgates@hccsmail.com or 913-381-7408.
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