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	NCEA Conference Offerings:

Special Learning Needs


Many of you will be attending the NCEA Conference in St. Louis in April.  As you plan your schedule, please consider the following offerings.

Tuesday, April 22

1:30 pm to 2:45 pm

Ten Simple Ways to Modify Curriculum

3:15 pm to 4:30 pm

Meeting the Needs of Children with Diverse Learning Needs
Wednesday, April 23
9:15 am to 10:30 am

Commitment-Collaboration-Communication:   Addressing Special Education in Catholic Schools

11:00 am to 12:15 pm

Effective Supports for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders

1:15 pm to 2:30 pm

The Learning Consultant Model for Addressing Special Needs

3:00 pm to 4:15 pm

Pastoral and Practical Strategies for LD?ADD

Thursday, April 24

9:15 am to 10:30 am

Child Study Teams in Catholic Schools: Early Intervention

Children with Special Needs-How Can You Include Them?

11:00 am to 12:15 pm

“Letters Keep Moving and They All Look Alike!”

Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome Improve Reading

1:15 pm to 2:30 pm

A Team Approach that Works

3:00 pm to 4:15 pm

Navigating through Special Education Laws to Assist Students with Special Needs in Catholic Schools

Friday, April 25

9 am to 10:15 am

A School Playground without Limits

	Transition Plans Increase Student Success


The end of the school year is approaching, and it is inevitable that we start looking toward next year.  When working with a student with special needs regardless of whether a child has been identified or not, this look forward is crucial to the child’s success.  Teachers, parents, and students are filled with questions about how things will change and how things will stay the same.  It is important to formulate a plan for making transitions as the child moves from grade level to grade level and class to class.  

As our students approach high school, they and their parents will begin thinking about adulthood.  If that student has an IEP, transition goals will be written.  Transition goals is the legal term for the IEP goals that deal directly with secondary education, vocation training, and skills for living.  They are required to be included on the IEP of a student starting at age 14 (Kansas Law) and age 16 (Federal Law).  If the 8th grader does not have an  IEP or other formal plan but has been receiving accommodations, be sure that those are documented and communicated to the high school. 

 See the back of this newsletter for a step-by-step guide to this process.
	Jesus, You invite all to come to You. 

Touch our souls with compassion for others.  Touch our hearts with Your infinite love.  

Touch our minds with your wisdom, that our mouths may always proclaim your name. 

 Most Loving Heart of Jesus, unite us in

One Spirit as we work for the common goal

 of all children. 

Help us to know that our efforts on their behalf are done in Your name for the glory of your kingdom.

 Amen.




Elementary Grades

(Non-Departmentalized)
	Beginning of Year:

· Call parents after first two weeks of school to discuss student’s adjustment to new grade.

· Meet with the parents at four weeks into the school year to adjust plan as needed.

	Throughout Year:

· Maintain communication with public school special education faculty.
· Maintain and document communication with parents on student’s progress
· Document any new accommodations/modifica-tions and their effectiveness

	End of Year:

· Introduce student to next year’s teachers

· Meet with parents, current year teacher and next year’s teacher

· Explain next year’s curriculum and learning demands

· Develop a plan  for the first four weeks of school


	In Our Next Issue


January, 2003

Conferencing with Parents

-Question and Answer Column

-Guest Teacher Column-Share   

  your ideas and successes

If you would like to ask a question or submit an article proposal, contact Mary Jo Gates at mgates@hccmail.com or 913-381-7408 by November 11, 2002.

Middle Grade

(Departmentalized)
	Beginning of Year:

· Call parents after first two weeks of school to discuss student’s adjustment to new grade.

· Meet with the parents at four weeks into the school year to adjust plan as needed.

	Throughout Year:

· Maintain communication with public school special education faculty.
· Maintain and document communication with parents on student’s progress
· Maintain communication among the student’s teachers to give the child a balanced program
· Document any new accommodations/modifica-tions and their effectiveness

	End of Year:

· Meet with student, parents, current year’s teachers and next year’s teachers.
· Introduce student to new teachers
· Explain next year’s curriculum and learning demands
· Develop a plan for the first four weeks of school

	Remind Parents to:

· 7th Grade- Contact high school learning center teacher or principal to see what programs or services they have for your student

· 8th Grade- Go to high school open house.  Parents and students should shadow a day at  the high school. Visit with staff and share concerns, IEP, 504 Plans, testing, grade and reports from parent, teachers and professional.  Develop a four-year plan of courses 


High School 

(Departmentalized)

	Beginning of Year:

· In the first few weeks, communicate with resource teacher or counselor regarding concerns with any students in your class.

· Review student files to obtain information on accommodations/modifications

	Throughout Semester/Year:

· Maintain communication with resources teacher/guidance counselor

· Maintain and document communication with parents on student’s progress

· Document any new accommodations/modifications

and their effectiveness

	Prior to Registration

· Discuss with students their  future schedules and learning demands.

	Remind Parents to:

· 9th-12th Grades- Must have a current diagnosis within the last 3 years in order to get accommodations on ACT, SAT or standardized tests.

Current IEP will have transition goals at age 14 (Kansas) and age 16 (Federal) for secondary education, vocation training or skills for living.


	A Step-by-Step Guide to Transitioning Students with Special Needs
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