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	Starting the Year with a New Vision


Each year we return to our classrooms with renewed enthusiasm and visions of a successful school year.  Each year we face a classroom with a more diverse student population than before.  In 1990, it was estimated that 40% of students with special needs were served in a “regular” education classroom.  In 2000, that number had risen to more than 70%.  The diversity in student population requires us to look more closely at how to differentiate instruction in the classroom so we can meet the needs of all learners (as well as keep our sanity!!!).

Prior to the first day of school, can we as educators increase the success of each student? First, we can use what we already have to gain insight and information about our students.  You may want to review report cards and teacher comments, talk to the student’s teacher/s from the previous year and review the student folder to find out if a child requires any special accommodations or modifications to be successful in your class.  As a cautionary note, don’t let what you have heard about a student cloud your expectations or feeling toward the child prior to meeting him or her.  You would not want to miss out on that unique student – teacher relationship that you alone can have with a student.

Second, plan ahead as you are setting up your classroom.  Think about the classroom seating arrangement.  Does a student need to have his or her own work space?  Will students be distracted by the activity outside the window or in the hallway?  Will tables or desks work better for your students?  Are there centers available for children to go and work independently or on group projects?

Next, all students perform better when the class has an organizational strategy.  Organization is especially helpful for students with special needs such as ADHD or Learning Disabilities; however, all students will benefit.  Have you tried color 

coding for subject areas?  Do you have a classroom strategy for recording homework assignments or 

projects?  How will you send home assignments or communicate with parents?  Will your “tried and true” systems work with your new students?  

Finally, how will you evaluate student progress?  As you are planning for the coming school year, you may want to consider projects that demonstrate mastery such as creating a game about the solar system, writing a book or creating a play.

When you do test students in a traditional manner, make sure that the accommodations for the special learner are addressed.  Accommodations may include oral testing, frequent breaks during testing, or writing directly on the test.  It is important to utilize these accommodations all year because the State of Kansas allows students to use the same accommodations utilized consistently in the classroom during the state wide assessment.  This can increase a student’s performance on the state assessment dramatically.

It is a challenge to serve a diverse student population, but planning ahead can increase your success.  Have a great year!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen Kroh, Perfect Wings Coordinator at 913-647-0319.

	Resources for Differentiating Instruction


Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom

Diane Heacox, Ed.D.

www.freespirit.com
The Teacher’s Toolbox for Differentiating Instruction

Linda Tilton

www.LindaTilton.com
	Disturb Us Lord

Disturb us Lord, when we are too well pleased with

ourselves, when our dreams have come true

because we dreamed too little, when we arrived

safely, because we sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us Lord, when with the abundance of the

things we possess, we have lost our thirst for the

water of life.

Stir us Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on

wilder seas, where storms will show your majesty;

where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.

We ask you to push us in strength, courage, hope

and love.

~Author Unknown


	Did You Know?


You may be surprised to learn that 1,747 Hispanic students attended schools in our archdiocese last year.  That is equivalent to approximately 11% of our student population.  When serving students whose families may have been educated in Mexico, it is important to be aware of three important cultural issues.

First, parents who have been educated in Mexico view teachers with high regard and often will defer to the teacher’s judgment.  This means that parents may not call or stop by to talk with the teacher about their child’s progress as much as other parents.  Do not miss an opportunity to connect with the parent and let them know that you respect and value their input. 

Many parents speak English as a second language.  The parents may not be familiar with the “educational jargon” we as educators may use.  Also, when possible try to provide written material in both English and Spanish.  You may consider having a translator available for Open House and other school events.

Hispanic households value family activities, so your students may not be as active in before and after school activities as their peers.

Being sensitive to our cultural differences can help us as educators to build stronger relationships with families. 

	Upcoming Training Opportunities


· Challenging Gifted Minds

September 30-October 2

Wichita, Kansas

Contact:  Kay Gibson, 316-978-5569

· Strategies to Help Uncover Causes of 
Challenging Behavior

November 9, 2004

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

To register call:  877-499-5369

· The Changing Faces of Early Childhood
23rd Annual KDEC Conference

February 24-26, 2005

Overland Park, Kansas

Contact:  Peggy Miksch, 785-296-6135

	Transition Reminder


· Review student files to obtain information regarding student accommodations or modifications.

· Contact parents after the first two weeks of school to discuss student’s adjustment to new grade.

· Meet with parents after four weeks into the school year to adjust plan as needed.

· Communicate any concerns regarding any student in your class to resource teacher, counselor or principal.

	In Our Next Issue…


As our country and community become more diverse, so do our classrooms.  In addition to the special learning needs of students, we also must take into consideration the cultural needs of our students.  This year the Teaching All God’s Children newsletter will be expanding its focus to include information about serving our culturally diverse student population.  
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