	[image: image1.png]RSN



[image: image2.png]




	Fall 2005                                          Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas                               Volume 4 Issue 1


	Serving Students with  Central Auditory Processing Disorder



	What is 

Central  Auditory Processing Disorder?


Sammy always pays attention when the teacher works one-on-one with him.  However, when the teacher is talking to the class or when Sammy is part of group discussions, he spends most of his time looking out the window or playing with items in his desk.  Due to Sammy’s continual need for one-on–one attention, his grades are suffering.  Is Sammy simply easily distractible or is something else going on?

Although  their hearing may be normal, children with Central Auditory Processing Disorder can’t process the information that they hear in the same way as their classmates because their ears and brain don’t fully coordinate.  

Central Auditory Processing Disorder is many times confused with Attention Deficit Disorder.  Symptoms of an Central Auditory Processing Disorder can range from mild to severe and can take many different forms.  The following is a list of some common symptoms of Central Auditory Processing Disorder:

· Distracted easily

· Bothered by sudden noises

· Upset by noisy environments

· Improved behavior in quiet settings

· Difficulty following directions

· Lacks organization

· Forgets information

· Difficulty with reading, spelling, and writing

· Challenges comprehending abstract information

· Difficulty with word problems

· Issues related to behavior

· Difficulty following conversations

What causes Central Auditory Processing Disorders?  The causes is unknown, however, there are many 

possible causes including  head trauma, lead poisoning, and chronic ear infections.

Only an audiologist can diagnose a child with an Central Auditory Processing Disorder.  Children cannot be diagnosed until they are 8 or 9 years old  because their brains haven’t matured enough to accept and process a lot of information.  

Central Auditory Processing Disorder is a real disorder.  The symptoms and behaviors a child exhibits are not within the child’s control.  As educators, we must equip the student with Central Auditory Processing Disorder with strategies and make appropriate accommodations to enable the student to be successful in the classroom.

	Top Ten Tips for Teachers of Children with Central Auditory Processing Disorder


from Help for Kid’s Speech (www.helpforkidsspeech.org)

1. Provide Flexible/Preferential Seating
· Close to teacher

· Away from the windows

· Close to the chalkboard

· Seat should change according to the teachers position in the classroom

2. Get the Students Attention
· Use voice, eye contact and touch

· Provide written outline

· Cue cards

· Reminder stickers

3. Reduce Background Noise
· Close classroom doors and windows

· Move student away from noisy classmates, AC units, pet cages, fish tanks, etc.

4. Present Directions Clearly
· Use short, concise statements

· Break complex directions into steps with pauses between each step

· Rephrase directions

· Allow adequate response time

· Speak at a slower rate

· Increase speaking volume

· Use visual cues

5. Give Additional Cues
· Use vivid intonation

· Use gestures

· Use facial expression

· Accent important words

6. Present New Material Prior to Lesson
· Review new vocabulary

· Provide copies of notes or outlines prior to the lesson

7. Have Student Restate Directions
To ensure student understanding, ask the child to restate directions 

8. Use FM Systems
 (by professional recommendation only)
Sometimes, audiologists will recommend the use of an FM system.  FM systems help to reduce background noises and bring the teacher’s voice to the forefront.

9. Use the Buddy System
· Allow the student to copy the buddy’s notes

· Allow the student to work with the buddy on assignments

· Allow the student to ask the buddy for clarification or assistance during class

· Allow the student to copy the buddy’s homework list

10. Encourage Proof Reading Aloud
Reading aloud gives the student with Central Auditory Processing Disorder additional feedback regarding what they have written.  Errors are easier to identify when both visual and auditory feedback are combined.

	Resources


Websites

Auditory Processing Disorder Facts

www.apdfacts.com
LD Online

www.ldonline.org
NYU Study Center

www.aboutourkids.org
Help for Kid’s Speech

www.helpforkidsspeech.org
Books

When the Brain Can’t Hear:  Unraveling the Mystery of Auditory Processing Disorder

by Terri James Bellis

Childhood Speech, Language and Listening Problems

by Patricia McAleer Hamaguchi

Language Processing Problems:  A Guide for Parents and Teachers

by Cindy Gaulin

	Did You Know?


All previous issues of the Teaching All God’s Children newsletter are available on-line.  Go to www.archkckcs.org and click on Special Education. 

	Transition Reminder


Elementary/Middle Grades

· Call parents of students with special needs to discuss student’s adjustment to the new grade

· Review student files to obtain accommodation/modification information

· Meet with parents to adjust the transition plan if necessary

High School

· Talk with the resource teacher or counselor to discuss any concerns you have regarding the student

· Review student files to obtain accommodation/modification information

	Actions

speak louder 

than words;

let your words

teach 

and your actions 

speak.

St. Anthony of Padua


	Upcoming Training Opportunities


Student Improvement Team Training

www.studentimprovementteam.org
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